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The emigrant Hellenism constitutes - demographically - almost an-
other Greece. Citizens of Greek origin live today in more than 140
countries around theworld. The emigrant Hellenism of the countries
overseas (Australia, USA, Canada, New Zealand) holds a ruling po-
sition, so much for historical reasons (the first Greek emigrants in
the countries overseas appeared in the ends of the 18th century),
as for the particularly large population (the evidences of relevant
reports estimate the population of the Hellenism in the countries
overseas in the amount of 6 million people, approximately).

Υoung members of New York's Greek community celebrating
the National Day of 25th March (New York, April 2006)
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Greeks abroad are an active and
dynamic element of their new
countries, while today’s immi-
grants, students, businessmen,
academics, politicians, artists,
scholars, are thriving everywhere.

The opportunities for employment
in the developed countries and the
narrownessof theGreekmarket, as
well as theoccurrenceof internal in-
cidents relatedornot to internation-
al circumstances, have been the
main reasons for themassmigration
phenomenon. In a shorthistoric ref-
erence,migration’s first appearance
occurred in the 18thand19th century,
with the first formation of the first
Greekcommunities in Italy, Austria-
Hungary, Blacksea countries,North
Balkan countries, England, France
andEgypt, asa result of theTurkish
occupation.

Since 1900until 1915 themigration
flow turned towardsoverseas coun-
tries, like the USA. It is worthmen-
tioning that after theSecondWorld
War and until 1977, a large number
of Greeks have left their country,
prompted by the occurrence of
the Civil War.

According to the Greek Constitu-
tion, theState is obliged to procure
for the life of the Greekexpatriates
and to ensure their liaisonwith the
mother country. It has, also, to
support the education and social
andprofessional encouragement of
all Greeks leaving outside the
Greek territory.

The Greek State’s main objective,
therefore, is to help Greeks main-
tain their national identitywherever
they live and tomake full use of the
human capital called “theGreekDi-
aspora”.

Its primary concern is to ensure di-
alogue and active participation of
all Greeks around theworld and to
consolidate the concept that every
Greek is regarded asone significant
entity.

Being consciousof its responsibility
and the needs of a contemporary
foreign policy, the GreekState con-
siders it as an obligation to present
abroad an imageofGreece that cor-
responds to present day realities.

The vision of a powerful Greek so-
cietyof the future isbeingbuilt upon
strong traditionalGreekvaluesand
enriched with new elements. It is
basedon theprinciplesof tolerance,
dialogue,and respect fordifferences
of culture and religion. In this con-
text, the contribution of the Greek
Diaspora is essential.

The role of Greeks abroad is impor-
tant in defendingGreeknational in-
terests, but also in forming abridge
of friendship and cooperationwith
the countries where they live.

GreekExpatriates constitute one of
the biggest forces ofGreece, as this
vibrant part of Hellenism can con-
tribute substantially to the future of
Greece and of the Greeknation by
offering its opinions and its valu-
able assistance. Greeks abroad
and citizens of Greekorigin consti-
tute a pool fromwhich Greece can
draw invaluable resources to shape
a common future for Hellenism in
the 21st century. They are bridges of
inter-cultural dialogue and interna-
tional cooperation.

For this reason,with directional aim
the respect and love to the Greeks
of Diaspora, the Greek State sup-
ports its compatriots to the difficult
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task they have undertook tomain-
tain and perpetuate Greek identify
and culture.

During the lastdecadesGreeceand
especially theMinistryof ForeignAf-
fairs, has, warmly, embraced the
GreekDiaspora. It has transformed
traditional bonds into institutions,
trying to guide the existing cooper-
ation to new productive paths.

TheMinistry of Foreign Affairs sup-
ports programmes and actions in
the fields of education, culture, etc.
for all Greeks living abroad, espe-
cially those who are facing adver-
sities, like the ones living in ex-So-
viet Union countries. In this context,
the role of the General Secretariat
for Greeks Abroad (GSGA) has
been very important. It has been
shaping and carrying out activities
in order to implement the overall
state strategy for the Diaspora.

The primary goals of the General
Secretariat are the preservation
of national and cultural identity of
Greeks all over the world, the
strengthening of ties among them
andwith their country of origin and
the unhindered reintegration into
the Greek society of those who re-
turn to their homeland.

With the formation of the Council
for Greeks Abroad (SAE) in 1995, it
wasbuilt a linkbetween the far and
wideGreekorganisations and indi-
viduals of theWorld. The role of the
council (SAE) focuseson coordinat-
ing the actions of the homogenous
organisations and the reinforce-
ment of their organisational mod-
ernisation. At the same time, it se-
cures the bidirectional transfer of
messages to and from Greece.
SAE expresses the wishes and as-

pirations of theGreeksofDiaspora,
proposes solutions to their prob-
lems, and it is themain instrument
of cooperation and dialogue with
the Greek State.

In search to establishmethodsand
means to achieve strengthening of
Greeks bonds and to ensure the
feeling of pride of originating from
Greece, theGreekState formedase-
ries of actions, the fundamental ob-
jectives of which are:

• The maintenance of the na-
tional and cultural identity of
Greeks in the world.

• The maintenance and rein-
forcement of the relations of
the emigrant Greeks with the
homeland.

• Themaintenanceand reinforce-
ment of the relationsof the em-
igrant Greeks between them.

• The improvement of terms of
work, conditionsof lifeaswellas
the defence of the rights of the
emigrants in theplace they live.

• The harmonious rehabilitation
in the Greek society of those
wishing to return.

• The reinforcement of philhel-
lenism around the world.

• The conservation and dissem-
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ination of the Greek language
between the younger genera-
tions of expatriate Greeks.

• The diffusion of the Greek lan-
guage abroad.

• Thepromotion of theGreek tra-
dition and Greek civilisation.

• The dissemination of anthro-
pocentric values of the Greek
spirit.

For the realisation of its actions the
State develops independent and
completed activities, itmaterialises
programs and it collaborates with
otherMinistries andOrganisations
when it comes to special subjects,
as i.e. subjects of insurance, taxex-
emptions, etc.

Particularly, the Greek state:

• Economically strengthens the
emigrant organisations.

• Organises congresses of emi-
grant Greeks in Greece and
abroad.

• Supports and economically
strengthens congresses and

meetings made by homoge-
nous institutions.

• Promotes contactswith institu-
tions of emigrant Greeks, via
visits of official levels of GSGA
in the various hearths of emi-
grant Hellenism for the direct
recording of their problems,
exchange of opinions, tighten-
ing of human relations, and
promotion of solutions in the
problemswith other responsi-
ble carriers in Greece.

• Publishes informative booklets
on subjects actuarial, fiscal,
economical, that then sends
abroad in the Greek Em-
bassies, Consulates, organi-
sations, associations, etc.

• Dispatches in Greek institu-
tions abroad informative audio-
visual material.

• Works out programsof training
for homogenous teachers.

USEFUL LINKS

General Secretariat for Greeks Abroad
www.ggae.gr


